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Fire Wise
Fire Smart

Fire Resilient
Fire Proof

Fire Resistant
Fire Safe

Look how many terms explain 
the same basic idea??

Firescaping:  to arrange the features 
of a garden or other areas of land in a 

way that inhibits or interrupts the 
spread of fire.



Why is Firescaping 
something that needs our 
immediate attention!!??



What is “Defensible Space”? 
(Public Resources Code 4291) 

From Cal Fire:

Defensible space is the buffer you 
create between a building on your 
property and the grass, trees, shrubs, 
or any wildland area that surround it. 

This space is needed to slow or stop 
the spread of wildfire and it helps 
protect your home from catching 
fire—either from embers, direct 
flame contact or radiant heat. 

Proper defensible space also provides 
firefighters a safe area to work in, to 
defend your home. 



What is 
“Defensible 

Space”? 
(Public 

Resources Code 
4291) 



PLACER COUNTY ORDINANCE - 9.32.160 Duty to abate hazardous vegetation and combustible 
material.

It shall be the duty of every owner, occupant, and person in control of any improved or 
unimproved parcel of land or interest therein, which is located in the unincorporated territory of 
the county of Placer, to abate therefrom, and from all private roadways, all combustible material 
and hazardous vegetation constituting a fire hazard that may endanger or damage neighboring 

property.

The requirements of this section will generally be satisfied if the following minimum requirements are met:
A. For improved parcels:

1. Maintain one hundred (100) foot defensible space around all buildings/structures.
a. Annual grasses and weeds need to be maintained at four inches or less.

b. Tree branches need to be limbed up six feet from the ground.
c. Shrubs need to be maintained.

d. Non-ornamental climbing vines must be removed from trees and structures.
2. Maintain a ten (10) foot minimum clearance next to the roadside; more may be required.

3. Remove all portions of trees within ten (10) feet of chimney and/or stovepipe outlets.
4. Maintain trees adjacent to or overhanging a structure free of dead/dying wood.

5. Maintain the roof of any structure free of leaves, needles, or other dead/dying wood.
AND MORE…

What is “Defensible Space”? 
(Hazardous Vegetation and Combustible Material Abatement) 



Home Hardening and Defensible Space



Ember 
Ignition 

Zone

Zone 0:
0-5’ from home - the most important zone!!



Tubbs Fire 
– Santa 

Rosa

It’s estimated that the majority of houses burn down 
from wind driven, ember cast related fires.



Not just vegetation – wood decks, outdoor furniture, 
propane tanks, wood piles, sheds, recycling bins, etc..



Zone 1 – 5’ to 30’ from home/structure:
The “lean, clean and green” zone



Zone 1 – 5’ to 30’ – horizontal and vertical spacing between 
well-maintained plants





Zone 2:
30’ to 100’ from your home/structure



Reduced 
Fuel 
Zone

Zone 2:
30’ to 100’ from your 

home/structure

IMPORTANT!!  This 
does not mean that all 

understory plants, 
shrubs, young trees 

should be completely 
removed!!



Indiscrimate clearing 
of acreage leads to:

1. Invasive Plant 
establishment

2. Loss of wildlife 
habitat

3. Soil erosion

4. Ecological changes 
over time



What about having a pretty landscape??
Are there “FireWise” Plants??











• What about 
mulch to help 
with drought?

• AVOID shredded 
material!!



• www.readyforwildfire.org





Kevin Marini
Krmarini@ucdavis.edu

QUESTIONS?
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